
1 
 

MVLP “Gather 'Round” E-News - Issue #62 

March 26, 2021 
 

This is the sixty-second issue of our E-newsletter, “Gather ‘Round,” to call us together 

through the internet to share news and needs and stories with each other.  If you have a tale to 

tell or a perspective to share, please send it on for the next issue!   

 

The Buildings Are Closed; 

The Church Is Open! 
 

Back issues of “Gather ‘Round” E-news are available on the Moosup Valley Church website, thanks to our 

webmaster, Pat Safstrom. Go to moosupvalley.church and click on the tab at the top of the page. 

 
The Meaning of Easter: A Family’s Story 
Contributed by Susan Oldroyd 
 

Those of you who knew our mother, Phyllis Dexter, knew how she  

loved giving, and as the first holiday without her approaches, we  

found ourselves not looking forward to it.  So, we decided we  

wanted to do something different. We decided to donate everything  

needed for an Easter Dinner to a family in need.  Everyone loved  

the idea – granddaughters, step-granddaughter and nieces.   
 

As some of you know, Mom was a Foster Grandparent at Western Coventry Elementary 

School. It brought her much happiness working with the kids. It was the perfect place for our 

donation.  I spoke to the principal there and explained what we would like to do. She 

immediately knew of a family who was struggling and would benefit from it. Without going 

into too many details, she was able to tell me it was a dad who had lost his wife and was 

raising four children on his own. She was also able to tell me one of his children had been in 

the same classroom Mom had been in.   
 

Our Easter Dinner donation box is overflowing.  So much happiness in shopping and 

purchasing for others.  We’ve been able to donate everything needed for dinner, Easter 

baskets for all the children, and three gift cards to help the dad out.  Hoping this is only one of 

“Gramma’s Gift Boxes” to be given out this year.  So as Easter approaches, although it will 

be much different from past years, we find ourselves looking forward to the happiness that 

family will receive from “Gramma’s Gift Box.” 

 

MVLP Holy Week Schedule  
 

Palm Sunday, March 28:  Regular Sunday schedule with special focus on  

Jesus’ entrance into Jerusalem in what we have come to call “Palm Sunday.”  
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If you would like palms ahead of time, Pat and Carl (401-397-5884) have some at their house 

for pickup, and there will be palms available at Rice City at the service, and also at Mt. 

Vernon.  Call Pastor Bob (401-440-7831) or email at revbh@gmail.com for delivery or more 

information. 
 

Wednesday, March 31:  Midweek services at Mt. Vernon via Facebook at 7:00 p.m. and 

Moosup Valley’s Evening Prayer on Zoom at 7:30 p.m.  (And after Easter, on April 7, Mt. 

Vernon’s virtual worship will include a special remembrance of the travelers on the road to 

Emmaus and a virtual communion.)  
 

Maundy Thursday, April 1:  Pastor Bob and Reverend Betsy will co-lead a Maundy 

Thursday service on Zoom at 7:00 p.m., remembering Jesus’ last Passover meal with his 

followers with scripture readings and music, followed by a Service of Tenebrae. 
 

Good Friday, April 2:  Scott Knox at Holy Mother of God is planning his usual Good Friday 

service at noon at Mt. Vernon, but due to COVID restrictions on the number who can be 

accommodated, reservations are required.  Call Scott at 401-639-5425 or email him at 

knosct@aol.com. As an alternative, Pastor Bob is planning a reflective scrolling meditation 

with music on the MVLP Facebook page. For more information, contact him at 

revbh@gmail.com 
 

Easter Sunrise, April 4:  Rice City will host a sunrise service at 6:00 a.m., outside if weather 

permits, inside if not, with the focus on Mary Magdalene and the other women at the tomb.  

All COVID precautions will be in place. 
 

Easter Morning Worship, April 4:  Both Rice City and Moosup Valley will hold their 

Easter services at the regular times – Rice City at 9:00 a.m., live in the church and online on 

Facebook, and Moosup Valley at 10:30 a.m., online by Zoom.  Both will celebrate Holy 

Communion. 

 

The Last Week:  The Real Story about Jesus’ Final Days 
 

We know about Palm Sunday, when Jesus enters Jerusalem on a colt to the shouts of 

“Hosanna, save us!” and waving of palms by the crowds, and we know about Maundy 

Thursday (Holy Thursday) when Jesus celebrates the Passover in the upper room with 

followers, but what was he doing there in Jerusalem in between?   
 

The Gospel of Mark offers the most detailed account. Mark goes out of his  

way to chronicle Jesus’s last week on a day-to-day, hour-by-hour basis.  

You can look them up and follow along in your own Bibles with these  

scripture references: 
 

Sunday:  “When they were approaching Jerusalem” (11:1) 
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Monday: “On the following day” (11:12) 
 

Tuesday: “In the morning” (11:20) 
 

Wednesday: “It was two days before the Passover” (14:1) 
 

Thursday: “On the first day of Unleavened Bread” (14:12) 
 

Friday: “As soon as it was morning” (15:1) 
 

Saturday: “The Sabbath” (15:42; 16:1) 
 

Sunday: “Very early on the first day of the week” (16:2) 
 

Mark also details “morning” and “evening” events for three of those days: Sunday (11:1,11), 

Monday (11:12, 19), and Thursday (14:12, 17).  And when it comes to Friday, Mark leads us 

by the hour in careful three-hour intervals (like Roman military watch times): 
 

6 AM:  “As soon as it was morning” (15:1) 
 

9 AM:  “It was nine o’clock in the morning” (15:25) 
 

12 NOON: “When it was noon” (15:33) 
 

3 PM:  “At three o’clock” (15:34) 
 

6 PM:  “When evening had come” (15:42) 
 

Two scholars, Marcus Borg and John Dominic Crossan, a Lutheran and a Roman Catholic, 

two men for whom Jesus was a passion, write the story of Jesus’s last week in their book, The 

Last Week: What the Gospels Really Teach About Jesus’s Final Days in Jerusalem.”  They 

point out that Jerusalem was not just any city but, by Jesus’ day, the center of the sacred 

geography of the Jewish people for more than a thousand years – “the City of God and the 

faithless city, the city of hope and the city of oppression, the city of joy and the city of pain.”   
 

They point out the importance of the temple as the sacred center of the Jewish world which 

mediated not only God’s presence but also God’s forgiveness (through sacrifice).  But 

Jerusalem also was the center of a “domination system” which is important to understanding 

a conflict that runs through the Bible as a whole and the last week of Jesus’s life in particular.   
 

Such a system is marked by three major features:  political oppression by powerful and 

wealthy elites, economic exploitation through laws about land ownership and production, and 

religious legitimation, claiming God wants it this way.  Jesus is in Jerusalem to confront the 

excesses of this system, “to speak truth to power,” knowing he will be executed for this 

treason.   
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The events of Holy Week, if they are understood in context, must be understood as more than 

a “Jesus died for our sins” kind of theology, but a call to discipleship, to the Way of Jesus, to 

usher in the world that God originally intended at creation.   
 

So on Palm Sunday, there are two processions coming into Jerusalem:  one from the west, 

Pilate coming in on horseback with soldiers to keep the peace by force, if necessary, during 

the Passover, and Jesus, coming in from the east, humble and riding on a donkey, to say there 

is a better way, a way to lasting peace, a peace with justice. The question for all of us is this: 

in which parade are we marching?  Where does our faith put us today? 

 

A STORY FOR LENT 
 

In their book, God in My Life: Faith Stories & How & Why We Share Them, Maren Tirabassi 

and Maria Tirabassi present stories of people like us who reflect on important, perhaps life-

changing moments in their lives, in which they experienced God, a sacred space, or a faith 

challenge. Of this collection, our own story-teller Valerie Tutson says, “No wonder Jesus told 

the disciples to go out and share the good news. He knew the power of story.”  I am sharing 

one each week during Lent.  This week’s story is by someone who grew up to discover how 

his own history had been covered up in the American history he was taught and how his 

church changed his life: 
 

Share What We Have or Take What We Want … 
 

In conversation with my wife Patricia, she mentioned that her eighth grade classroom, 

wonderfully smart students, had a discussion about how we share what we have and how 

some in history take what they want. Patricia’s class was excited to converse about the 

historic scenario that seems to repeat itself, over and over again in America. When this nation 

was formed, the “explorers” and “settlers” found a generous and self-determined Indian 

people. It was as if the setters began by taking residence in the Indian’s house or home while 

never really being invited in. They entered in forceful ways in most cases. It was as though 

intruders were demanding a bedroom and exclusive use of a bathroom, unrestricted use of the 

kitchen, closet space, and a space in the garage to park their car. The host and homeowner, 

the Indians, could not say a word, found few ways to object, or to do anything. The image 

was vivid for the students. For their trouble, this host gained alcoholism, disease, and a 

fractured community. The question Patricia asked her class was, “How would you feel?” 
 

Growing up black in America was difficult for me, with constant infringement and intrusion 

by those who took great advantage of their privilege. The school system I attended, 

particularly in high school, was multiracial but the curriculum was heavily slanted. Learning 

about significant accomplishments of Africans and African Americans was largely 

nonexistent. It was the Faith Congregational Church in Hartford, Connecticut, that I learned 

something about my own history and the historic journey and heritage of the African 

American people. It was there that I learned that the Amistad sailed and that black people 
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contributed greatly to the shaping and growth of America. Jesus was not some benevolent 

white man for me and never was he one who condoned injustice, but rather Jesus and justice 

were hand and hand, strong and sure. Jesus led my way early and deeply in my life—still 

does to this day. 
 

So it was that I would learn to speak truth to power, to live life unprotective of my job or 

career, but seeking to stand up for the least, the left out, and the lost around me. Through my 

early experiences, I learned that my faith guides and informs, that it is not about privilege but 

willingness to speak the truth, living as truthfully as possible, knowing that it is good to share 

what we have, rather than living life seeking to take what we want. When I learned that faith 

lesson, life was and is better.  -Stephen W. Camp 

 

Moosup Valley Sunday Service  
 

Moosup Valley Church holds Sunday Worship by Zoom, at 10:30 a.m. Liturgy literally 

means “the work of the people,” and at Moosup Valley we take this to heart.  Members of the 

congregation take part in reading, playing, and singing. This Sunday, the sixth Sunday in 

Lent, is Palm Sunday, and Reverend Betsy will reflect on “Hosanna!”  Evie Mann will play 

Fauré’s “The Palms.” Watch for the Zoom link and the Order of Worship bulletin which will 

be emailed on Saturday morning and will include everything you need to participate, all in 

one PDF document.   

 

Rice City Worship  

Worship at Rice City will be live, in person (with precautions) this Sunday, March 28, at 9:00 

a.m. as well as online on the MVLP Facebook page Sunday morning and throughout the 

week.  The Order of Worship will be emailed with Moosup Valley’s on Saturday morning.  

 

Mount Vernon Wednesday Evenings 

Mt. Vernon Baptist Church streams a live service on Wednesday evenings at 7:00 p.m. The 

link: https://www.facebook.com/MVLPspirit/?ref=bookmrks).  The Order of Worship will be 

emailed with Rev. Betsy’s Order for Evening Prayer before the service.   

 

Evening Prayer 

 Moosup Valley holds Evening Prayer, Vespers, on Wednesdays  

at 7:30 p.m. by Zoom – a brief (20 minute) time of scripture, song,  

meditation and prayer, a time to give thanks for the day just past and 

praise to God.  As appropriate, we also reflect on questions for the  

season.  If you wish, please bring a candle to light.  Let Rev. Betsy  

know if you would like to sing an evening hymn.  It is acceptable to  

come in your PJs!  The Order of Prayer bulletin is emailed on  

Wednesdays, along with the Zoom link.   
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Special Prayers 
 

Prayer is the act and presence of sending [the] light from the bountifulness of your love to other 

people to heal, free, and bless them. When there is love in your life, you should share it spiritually 

with those who are pushed to the very edge of life. There is a lovely idea in the Celtic tradition that if 

you send out goodness from yourself or if you share that which is happy or good within you, it will all 

come back to you multiplied ten thousand times. – John O’ Donohue, Anam Cara, a Book of Celtic Wisdom 

 

Please hold a place in your heart and prayers for… 
 

➢ For Moosup Valley’s beloved Music Series Coordinator  

Bill McGrath, being treated at Brigham and Women’s for  

COVID pneumonia. Please pray for Bill to pull through this!   
  

➢ For Billy Dexter, Phyllis’ son, who also has been diagnosed with                                     

COVID.   
 

➢ For Vicky Neville’s sister, Carol, who is recovering from heart surgery. 
 

➢ For Rocky Riccio who now has complications from COVID and is being treated with 

blood thinners. 
 

➢ For Earl Mann who is recovering from back surgery this week and is now out of pain! 

 

➢ For Rose Desilus who is having gall bladder surgery today, March 26.  

 

➢ For Phyllis Dexter’s family and all of those who loved her.  
 

➢ For Martha’s niece Rev. Mindy Reed, who is dealing with chronic life-threatening 

conditions. 
 

➢ For Joan as she continues with radiation following surgery, and Joan and John’s grandson, 

Christopher, and for Joan’s friend, Jane, who is in need of strength and courage. 
 

➢ For Barbara’s cousin Judy who is still holding her own with new treatments for tumors.  
 

➢ For Judi White’s co-worker Ann’s new grandson, Wyatt, born prematurely on January 1 

at 24 weeks.  He is holding his own.  Each day brings more hope.  
 

➢ For Jean Salemi, recovering from back surgery and awaiting the time we can all be 

physically together again. 
 

➢ For Joyce Chase who has a leaky heart value and needs open heart surgery, now 

scheduled for April 21. 
 

➢ For Richard Lucky who had another follow up procedure in Boston and is awaiting a safe 

time to be baptized at Rice City. 
 

➢ For Carol and Bob’s friend, Kathy, back in the hospital in Boston and knows that she will 

always have some of the pain that she currently is trying to endure. 
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➢ For Linda’s son Peter, now that he is in his own apartment.  
 

➢ For Jeanne Lavoie’s son-in-law Ryan as he undergoes chemo treatment. 
 

➢ For Chris Crowther’s partner Jen who has qualified to receive a liver transplant. 
 

➢ For our Asian neighbors, particularly women, as they face increased violence, not just in 

Atlanta, and for the families of the ten killed by a shooter in Boulder, CO, on Monday.  
 

➢ For our beloved country in the midst of persistent hostility and division.  

 

Gather ‘Round for Bible Study  
 

Reverend Betsy leads Bible Study on Tuesday mornings at 10:00 a.m.  

by Zoom.  Right now we are reading the First, Second, and Third  

Letters of John, near the end of the Epistles.  To receive the Zoom link,  

contact Betsy.  
 

Praying the Hymns 
 

We have been reading and praying a psalm each week during Lent.  We can do the same with 

hymns.  They are meant to teach theology and not just to serve as an act of devotion.  So we 

need to pay attention to the words, what they are telling us.  We can ask, “Is this good 

theology, helpful to my life and faith development?”  Or maybe not. True, many of us sing 

something we might not recite as a creed or even believe.  But it behooves us to pay attention 

to the words.  Here is a hymn for us to “pray” during Holy Week which encourages us to 

think about God and Jesus’s execution at the hands of the Romans – and what the cross 

means to each of us.      
 

 How Could a God Whose Name Is Love 

By Ruth C. Duck 
 

How could a God whose name is love / seek blood to pay sin’s price? 

Are torture, shame, and senseless death / a holy sacrifice? 

Each violent crime is tragic loss; / how could it be God’s will?  

How can we glorify the cross / when victims suffer still? 
 

Did Jesus come as God’s own child / to share each human tear?  

Did Jesus die in speaking truth / that rulers will not hear?  

If Wisdom hangs upon a tree, / what, then, are we to do? 

Must we, like Jesus, risk our lives / for what is just and true? 
 

In Jesus Christ we meet a God / whose love embraces all,  

who weeps when children are abused, who hears each sparrow fall.  

When grace is ancient as the earth, we need not worship death.  

So let us live in tender care / for all whom Love gives breath. 
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And, yes, we know that sometimes love looks like sacrifice.  Writing in the March 24, 2021, 

issue of Christian Century, Reverend Martha Tatarnic notes,  
 

Jesus died because he angered the powers of his day by refusing to accept that the 

dignity of and provision for any of God’s people could be discarded as simply the cost 

of doing business. Jesus died to lay bare the injustice of his world, the all too easy sin 

of assigning sacrifice to the poor so that the rich can flourish.   
 

Jesus died as an act of love for his undeserving, perpetually confused friends. Jesus 

died for the people he served, because he would not be cowed from pursuing justice 

for them, even if it enraged the powerful of his day.  
 

Jesus died for the powerful, to allow “those who think they see to become blind,” for 

those who sold their souls to the idol of power, who insisted with every fiber of their 

being that it was Jesus who was the problem, to be able to surrender their broken lives 

to God’s love, too. 
 

Jesus died for the worlds he couldn’t have imagined and for people he never knew. 

The onetime activity of God continues to matter, continues to be offered, because of 

the Holy Spirit. Through the power of the Holy Spirit, Jesus’ friendship and sacrifice 

continues to be extended to us.  
 

We know that forgiveness is costly, and that sin can demand sacrifice in response. Yet we 

also know that the image of God’s sacrificial love is written on our hearts, too.   
 

Church Offerings may be mailed for:  
 

Mt. Vernon to Ron Allen (116 Barbs Hill Road, Greene, RI  02827),  
 

Moosup Valley to Pat Safstrom (76 Moosup Valley Road, Foster, RI 02825), or go on the 

website (moosupvalley.church) and donate through PayPal. 
 

Rice City to Robin Petrarca (105 Hopkins Hollow Road, Greene, RI 02827).   
 

 

Reverend Betsy can be reached at BetsyAldrichGarland@gmail.com or 401-463-8697.  

Pastor Bob can be reached at revbobh@gmail.com or 401-440-7831. 
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