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MVLP “Gather 'Round” E-News - Issue #63 

April 2, 2021 
 

This is the sixty-third issue of our E-newsletter, “Gather ‘Round,” to call us together through 

the internet to share news and needs and stories with each other.  If you have a tale to tell or a 

perspective to share, please send it on for the next issue!   

 

The Buildings Are Closed; 

The Church Is Open! 
 

Back issues of “Gather ‘Round” E-news are available on the Moosup Valley Church website, thanks to our 

webmaster, Pat Safstrom. Go to moosupvalley.church and click on the tab at the top of the page. 

 
A Prayer for Good Friday 
 

O God, whose beloved Son gave up his life on the cross that we might have  

life and have it abundantly; we who have known but refused his salvation  

appeal to thy mercy and seek thy help. Pardon and deliver us, we beseech  

thee, from tempers and ambitions that make for destruction and death, from  

all greed of gain, all lust for power, all pride of race or class, all contempt of  

others, all willingness to reap an advantage at the expense of the poor and the unprotected. 

Shame and arrest us by the pain of those who have been wounded for our transgressions and 

bruised for our iniquities. And direct our hearts to the steadfastness of Christ, who consented 

to suffer at the hands of others but never to inflict suffering upon any man or woman or little 

child. Give us grace to follow the example of his great devotion, and bring us to his trust and 

confidence in thee, that so we may be no longer the agents of death but of life and joy and 

peace; through the same Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. -Ernest Fremont Tittle in A Book of 

Pastoral Prayers (Thanks to Rev. Richard Taylor) 

 

Something Happened:  

Rev. Betsy Reflects on Easter  
 

All four gospels tell the story of the crucifixion and resurrection 

of Jesus. Mark, the first of the four gospels written about 70 A.D.,  

generations after the resurrection, is the shortest, especially in its  

original form (Mark 16:1-8).  Interpreters who cannot stand the abrupt ending have added 

verses of their own.  What really happened?  We don’t know, of course.  The gospels are not 

“missing person” police reports, documentaries, or scientific articles.  They are stories about 

faith, hope, and love, written long after the event.   
 

Plus, the ancient world’s understanding of reality is different from our modern, scientific 

perspective.  Back then, royalty were accorded both a miraculous birth and a miraculous 
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death.  The angel’s words to the women, “he has been raised,” indicates Jesus is special.  He 

has status like Moses and Elijah before him who had been raised into heavenly glory before 

him.  So, did the early church really believe in the bodily resurrection?  Or was it a tale that 

grew with the telling?  Or did it mean something then that it doesn’t mean now?  

Some of you, I imagine, believe that Jesus really did rise from the dead, and others of you 

refuse to believe in a literal resurrection.  Some of you think you should or need to believe in 

order to be a good Christian, and still others of you don’t know what to believe. 
 

Regardless of where we stand, we can all agree that something profound happened on Easter 

morning 2,000 years ago, something so pivotal that it split the world’s time into before Christ 

and after Christ, B.C. and A.D., or Before Common Era and Common Era, as the scholars 

now divide time.  An event that Christians all over the world still celebrate today.   
 

Something happened.  Something happened to the followers of Jesus on that morning after 

Passover – and in the days that followed – that turned the world upside down.  When we 

focus on the empty tomb, and debate whether Jesus’ resurrection really happened, we miss 

the real story – the impact of Jesus’ life on his followers, and by extension, on us.  It’s not 

Jesus’ death that is the miracle.  It was his life and continuing presence in their midst that set 

them on fire and sent them out with the message, “Jesus is Lord,” across the known world.   
 

You and I can’t possibly understand how extraordinary Jesus was to his contemporaries.  

Speaking and acting in the prophetic tradition, Jesus stands in the synagogue in Nazareth and 

announces his ministry by finding the place in the scroll of Isaiah, as the gospel of Luke 

reports, and reads, “The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he has anointed me to bring 

good news to the poor.  He has sent me to proclaim release to the captives and recovery of 

sight to the blind, to let the oppressed go free.”  And then he goes and does it!  It’s no wonder 

they crucified him! 
 

The early church was a movement, not an institution – a movement that had disciples and 

converts whispering good news on the road, preaching in the village square, meeting in 

homes.  Its members came from a cross-section of society and appealed to the underclass, 

women and slaves, all those whom Jesus had called the “least of these.” They reached out 

beyond Jerusalem to the Greek and Roman world.  They cared for one another, tended to 

widows and orphans, and raised funds for missionaries. They brought a revolutionary 

message to a world hungry for something to believe in, something to bring meaning and order 

to their lives, hungry for salvation.  Our forefathers and foremothers in the faith were out of 

place in their world; they were persecuted until, at the end of the third century, they became 

the official religion of the Roman Empire.  
 

The resurrection story in Mark is a tale of faithlessness, ours, and faithfulness, God’s.  It is a 

story about how, even when we abandon God and deny God, God’s love for us endures and 

remains.  The God who, at the beginning of Mark’s gospel, split open the heavens at Jesus’ 

baptism (1:10), and tore the curtain at his death (15:38) at the near end, will be put off neither 
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by our failures nor our straying from right living, nor by our most sophisticated 

interpretations of scripture, even mine.  However you and I understand the resurrection, one 

thing is sure, and that is the cosmic power of God to put death in perspective and to take away 

death’s sting.  

 

Easter Reflections by Pastor Bob 
 

The Celebration of Jesus’ Rising Dead has always meant to me that no matter  

how bleak things are in your life, that God is not finished yet. 
 

People had misheard or distorted Jesus’ message.   
 

Religious people, instead of embracing the Messiah’s coming, worked to eliminate him. 

The rabid but fickle crowd turned against him because they didn’t get what they wanted. 

The political leadership treated Jesus unjustly and brutally denied his rights. 

His followers abandoned him in his hour of need. 

One of his closest betrayed him and another denied him. 

His body endured unimaginable pain. 

Jesus even, for a moment, felt abandoned by God. 

The cause seemed lost.  

He was buried in the dark, sealed into his death chamber,  

with guards posted to make sure the dead man did not “escape”. 
 

Satan thought he had won. 
 

It does not get any worse than that! 
 

But God was not finished yet. 
 

Up from the grave, Christ Arose! 
 

If any – or all – of those things happen to you, God is not  

finished yet. God is committed to you. Deuteronomy 31:6  

quotes God as saying, “Be strong and courageous.  Do not be  

afraid or terrified (or in full despair), for the Lord, your God,  

is with you, will never leave you or abandoned you.   
 

If you are ready to quit; if you are driven to despair, God is not finished yet! The Lord is with 

you, and God is the One who brings Life in the midst of Death. “The Spirit of The One who 

raised Christ Jesus from the dead is living in you and will also give you life through that same 

Spirit” (Romans 8:11)! 
 

Always look for the Resurrection in your life! 
 

HAPPY RESURRECTION DAY FROM JESUS TO YOU 

 

 

Happy Easter 
(A poem by Bob Hollis) 

 

From the dark of the tomb, 

You shone light. 

In my weakness to stand,  

You shared might. 

You gave grace to the depth 

of my sin. 

In your abandonment,  

You invited all in! 
 

You bring strength in the 

midst of my strife. 

In my sickness,  

You bring me new life! 

Forsaken in death,  

You rose triumphantly, 

So that as I get lost,  

yours forever I’ll be! 
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Easter Schedule  
 

Easter Sunrise, April 4:  Rice City will host a sunrise service at 6:00 a.m., outside if weather 

permits, inside if not, with the focus on Mary Magdalene and the other women at the tomb.  

All COVID precautions will be in place. 
 

Easter Morning Worship, April 4:  Both Rice City and Moosup Valley will hold their 

Easter services at the regular times – Rice City at 9:00 a.m., live in the church and online on 

Facebook, and Moosup Valley at 10:30 a.m., online by Zoom.  Both will celebrate Holy 

Communion. 

 

Moosup Valley Sunday Service  
 

Moosup Valley Church holds Sunday Worship by Zoom, at 10:30 a.m. Liturgy literally 

means “the work of the people,” and at Moosup Valley we take this to heart.  Members of the 

congregation take part in reading, playing, and singing. This Sunday, Easter Sunday, we will 

reflect on Mark’s story of the empty tomb; Reverend Betsy’s reflection will be “Love Is 

Going Ahead!”  Martha, Charlie, and Evie will provide special music.  Watch for the Zoom 

link and the Order of Worship bulletin which will be emailed on Saturday morning and will 

include everything you need to participate, all in one PDF document.   

 

Rice City Worship  

Worship at Rice City will be live, in person (with precautions) this Sunday, April 4, at 9:00 

a.m. as well as online on the MVLP Facebook page Sunday morning and throughout the 

week.  The Order of Worship will be emailed with Moosup Valley’s on Saturday morning.  

 

Mount Vernon Wednesday Evenings 

Mt. Vernon Baptist Church streams a live service on Wednesday evenings at 7:00 p.m. The 

link: https://www.facebook.com/MVLPspirit/?ref=bookmrks).  This Wednesday, April 7, we 

will celebrate with the disciples and other believers as they gathered in the upper room and 

heard the report of the travelers to Emmaus, and we will share in a virtual communion. The 

Order of Worship will be emailed with Rev. Betsy’s Order for Evening Prayer that morning.    

 

Evening Prayer 

 Moosup Valley holds Evening Prayer, Vespers, on Wednesdays  

at 7:30 p.m. by Zoom – a brief (20 minute) time of scripture, song,  

meditation and prayer, a time to give thanks for the day just past and 

praise to God.  As appropriate, we also reflect on questions for the  

season.  If you wish, please bring a candle to light.  Let Rev. Betsy  

know if you would like to sing an evening hymn.  It is acceptable to  

come in your PJs!  The Order of Prayer bulletin is emailed on  

Wednesdays, along with the Zoom link.   

 

about:blank
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Special Prayers 
 

Prayer is the act and presence of sending [the] light from the bountifulness of your love to other 

people to heal, free, and bless them. When there is love in your life, you should share it spiritually 

with those who are pushed to the very edge of life. There is a lovely idea in the Celtic tradition that if 

you send out goodness from yourself or if you share that which is happy or good within you, it will all 

come back to you multiplied ten thousand times. – John O’ Donohue, Anam Cara, a Book of Celtic Wisdom 

 

Please hold a place in your heart and prayers for… 
 

➢ For the family of Frank and Natalie Arnold, whose parents died  

within two days of each other last week.  They are grateful that  

they could be together until the end and that they were able to die  

in their own home with family nearby. 
 

➢ For those who grew up with and went to school with Dawna  

Dewhurst who died last week. 
 

➢ For Judi White’s husband, Andrew, who was in an accident on an icy road in NH on 

Thursday and who is suffering from a fractured vertebrae; and for Judi’s mother, Joyce 

Chase, who is scheduled for open heart surgery on April 21. 
 

➢ For Moosup Valley’s beloved Music Series Coordinator Bill McGrath, being treated at 

Brigham and Women’s for COVID pneumonia. Please pray for Bill to pull through this!   
  

➢ For Billy Dexter, Phyllis’ son, recovering from COVID.   
 

➢ For Vicky Neville’s sister, Carol, who is recovering from heart surgery. 
 

➢ For Rocky Riccio who now has complications from COVID and is being treated with 

blood thinners. 
 

➢ For Earl Mann who is recovering from back surgery and is now out of pain! 
 

➢ For Rose Desilus who is recovering from gall bladder surgery at home.   
 

➢ For Phyllis Dexter’s family and all of those who loved her.  
 

➢ For Martha’s niece Rev. Mindy Reed as she deals with chronic life-threatening conditions. 
 

➢ For Joan as she continues with radiation following surgery, and Joan and John’s grandson, 

Christopher, and for Joan’s friend, Jane, who is in need of strength and courage. 
 

➢ For Barbara’s cousin Judy who is still holding her own with new treatments for tumors.  
 

➢ For Judi White’s co-worker Ann’s new grandson, Wyatt, born prematurely on January 1 

at 24 weeks.  He is holding his own.  Each day brings more hope.  
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➢ For Jean Salemi, recovering from back surgery and awaiting the time we can all be 

physically together again. 
 

➢ For Richard Lucky who had another follow up procedure in Boston and is awaiting a safe 

time to be baptized at Rice City. 
 

➢ For Carol and Bob’s friend, Kathy, back in the hospital in Boston and knows that she will 

always have some of the pain that she currently is trying to endure. 
 

➢ For Linda’s son Peter, now that he is in his own apartment.  
 

➢ For Jeanne Lavoie’s son-in-law Ryan as he undergoes chemo treatment. 
 

➢ For Chris Crowther’s partner Jen who has qualified to receive a liver transplant. 
 

➢ For our Asian neighbors, particularly women, as they face increased violence, not just in 

Atlanta, and for the families of the ten killed by a shooter in Boulder, CO, last week, as 

well as those killed in California on Wednesday.   
 

➢ For our beloved country in the midst of persistent hostility and division.  

 

Gather ‘Round for Bible Study  
 

Reverend Betsy leads Bible Study on Tuesday mornings at 10:00 a.m. by  

Zoom.  Right now we are reading the First, Second, and Third Letters of  

John, near the end of the Epistles.  To receive the Zoom link, contact Betsy.  
 

Praying the Hymns 
 

We have been reading and praying a psalm each week during Lent.  We can do the same with 

hymns.  They are meant to teach theology and not just to serve as an act of devotion.  So we 

need to pay attention to the words, what they are telling us.  We can ask, “Is this good 

theology, helpful to my life and faith development?”  Or maybe not. True, many of us sing 

something we might not recite as a creed or even believe.  But it behooves us to pay attention 

to the words.  Here is a hymn for us to “pray” on Easter which was written in the 15th century.  

The words are attributed to Jean Tisserand and translated by Ruth C. Duck.  Tune: O FILII ET 

FILIAE. 
 

 O Sons and Daughters, Sing Your Praise 

By Ruth C. Duck 
 

O sons and daughters, sing your praise  

on this most holy day of days.  

For Christ from death to life is raised.  

Alleluia! Alleluia! 
 

When Magdalene and Salome  

and Mary went where Jesus lay,  
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they found the stone was rolled away. 

Alleluia! Alleluia! 
 

An angel greeted them and said,  

“The Christ is risen from the dead.  

To Galilee he goes ahead.”  

Alleluia! Alleluia! 
 

Among disciples Christ appeared.  

“My peace be with you,” was his word,  

but Thomas doubted when he heard. 

Alleluia! Alleluia! 
 

“Come, Thomas, see my hands and side.  

I am the one they crucified.”  

“My God, my Savior!” Thomas cried.  

Alleluia! Alleluia! 
 

How blest are those who do not see  

yet place their faith and trust in me.  

They shall have life eternally.” 

Alleluia! Alleluia! 
 

Repeat Stanza 1. 
 

Closing with an Easter Prayer  
 

Powerful and loving God, you have raised Jesus Christ  

from the dead. God, raise us too. May fresh life burst  

among us like buds awakening to Spring. Break through the hard ground of distrust and self-

hatred that keep us from loving, so that new life can emerge. Nurture new community where 

fear has kept us form the stranger. Keep us patient in sowing justice and planting peace. 

Teach us to trust the slow process from seed to stem, from stem to flower, from flower to 

fruit. Breathe on us with your Spirit, through the risen Christ. Amen.  -Ruth C. Duck 

 

Church Offerings may be mailed for:  
 

Mt. Vernon to Ron Allen (116 Barbs Hill Road, Greene, RI  02827),  
 

Moosup Valley to Pat Safstrom (76 Moosup Valley Road, Foster, RI 02825), or go on the 

website (moosupvalley.church) and donate through PayPal. 
 

Rice City to Robin Petrarca (105 Hopkins Hollow Road, Greene, RI 02827).   
 

 

Reverend Betsy can be reached at BetsyAldrichGarland@gmail.com or 401-463-8697.  

Pastor Bob can be reached at revbobh@gmail.com or 401-440-7831. 
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